
ATTENDEES: Steve Nugent, Jennifer Hadden, Sarah Resutek, Carol Anne Kelley, Sarah 
Danis, Aynaddis Fekadu, Christy Walker, Sonia Felgenheier, Ashley Templeton, Denise Kevitt 
 
MINUTES - No minutes to approve for August 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT - $5,099.20 current cash to use. Approximately $300 was spent in 
August/September (Staff Luncheon and Teacher of the Year gift basket). Venmo is now set-up 
and the first payment has been made.  
 
CLASSROOM SIGNS - should be finished this week. Might not be charged by the craftsman, so 
Christy Walker will look into making a nonprofit donation in lieu of payment (in his honor). Not 
sure who will hang them.  
 
FUTURE PARTNER - Athens Dentistry for Children told Sarah Danis that they would be 
interested in donating to the school. Denise/Engagement Center will follow-up. 
 
DATES COMING UP: 
Book Fair - the visitors seemed happy, don’t know the total earnings yet. Carol Anne suggested 
that we include after-school hours one day for working parents. 
Raise Craze - starts Friday. More information below 
Dads on Duty - 10/16 
Staff Luncheon - 10/16. The theme was discussed; they love soup (in February). Soup it is for 
October! 
5th Grade Breakfast - 10/23. Chorus risers need to be moved 10/22 after school, and then 
moved back the day of. PTO will send out a request for help.  
Mother-Son Dance - Rupal Patel will be in charge 
BINGO Night - 12/5. Still need a coordinator. Steve Nugent looked into upgrading the cards/set 
but it was too expensive. Will continue to rent from Barron’s 
 
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT -  
Ms. Templeton might change the newsletter program to Smore (used at the Primary School; she 
has heard good things). Didn’t have a chance to work with it yet. The fonts/spacing have been 
an issue with the current set-up. Might be able to track the numbers of views with Smore. 
 
Parents should be hearing from teachers soon re: parent-teacher conferences.  
 
Thanksgiving Feast will be on a Tuesday (different from previous years; 11/12/19). The 
Save-the-Date notifications will be coming soon. 
 
GRIT - they continue talking about this character trait with teachers and students. Used a UGA 
football video, too. A teacher sent Ms. Templeton a sample of a student’s work with “grit” being 
used correctly in a writing assignment. 
 



The yearbook cover winner was Jonathan Lockamy.  
The bus safety winner will be announced soon.  
 
PARENT ENGAGEMENT CENTER - getting ready for the holidays, including the 
items/shoeboxes collected for the nursing home and homeless center. 
 
Parent University is going well, open to ideas for future themes/lessons. Reading is the theme 
for October (will occur 10/24). Ms. Embry will lead. 
 
There have been a lot of questions re: itslearning. Erin (tech support) will be at the school today 
from 9-4 to help address any issues parents are having. 
 
Might link Raise Craze to the nursing home/homeless shelter. 
 
BOX TOPS - still collecting paper labels. Due 11/1 to Box Tops. There’s not a lot of love for the 
electronic version of donating box tops. Can supposedly select your kid’s class on the app. 
 
TEACHER UPDATE - outdoor classroom planning is occuring. Fruit trees, benches and a 
possible gazebo to use as the classroom space are all being discussed by the committee 
 
RAISE CRAZE - 3 week process 
 
Watched 2 intro videos and reviewed the website/set-up. Student instructions will go out Friday. 
Went through the online donation process (on the big screen). Donor can elect to cover the 
entire processing fee, partial coverage, or none. This means our % collected will vary from 
90-94%. You receive a receipt and a “thank you” email after the donation is made. You can’t 
pay by check or cash, but if needed you can pay for the donor via credit card and they pay YOU 
in cash/check. This helps remove the need for PTO to chase the money/deal with NSF.  
 
The key is the emails - the kids will enter the addresses and Raise Craze will send the emails 
requesting donations/updating on the kids’ progress in meeting the # of acts of kindness goals. 
The email addresses will be be sold, and there is an unsubscribe option included in each email. 
 
There will be many ways kids are incentivized - we will give a daily prize based on the students 
who enters the highest number of email addresses, each homeroom will receive twice-weekly 
email with their statistics (donations and # acts); there will also be thermometers 
posted/updatedby the teachers in the pods to create some friendly competition. There will be a 
class winner per grade; prizes TBD. OCES will also be competing against other schools around 
the country using # acts of kindness as the measure.  
 
There will be a Pep Rally Friday morning; Raise Craze provides the script. Nugent is bringing 
his blow-up screen, the Mayor and Sheriff are coming out to talk about the importance of 
kindness. 



 
Friday at 2pm the link will be sent to parents (timing goes well with those waiting in the car rider 
line). 
 
What to raise money for. I.e., post on the website for all donors to see/be motivated by? 
Included 3 items on the RC website, will see if we can add four. Otherwise, “Playground and 
outdoor classroom enhancements” will be together in one line. As an aside, 5th grade recess is 
now on the 3rd grade playground and they are loving it. More space/things to do. Swingset (4 
swings) cost ~$10K per Ms. Templeton. Specifics would be nice/motivating for some donors, but 
there is also good in being broad/summary level re: what we will spend it on (to minimize 
frustrations if it doesn’t get done quickly/not enough money is raised to pay for it). 
 
Should we do Family Service Night? If so, 10/15 or 10/22 (Tuesdays). The 15th is the day after 
Fall Break so maybe the 22nd would work best. Steve will see about changing the date. A few 
tables will be set-up with paper/crafts for making cards for the nursing home, decorating the 
shoeboxes, etc. Will be nice for families to participate in this together.  


